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BT isa very fenfible and juft Obfervation of 
24 a Spanifh Author, that Difcretion is amongft 
OU the firli Lefflons that we are taught, and the 
C288 Jaft that we learn. To fay the Truth, it 

cems to be a Quality as difficult to acquire, 
is it is neceffary to poflefs; and therefore I 
do not at all wonder that Sir Henry Witton 
was fo much ftruck with the Advice given 
him by his Jtalian Landlord, who, after promifing him a Rule 
that fhould carry him fafely through the Wofld, gave him 
Vou, IIL. Ppp this 
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this, Gi penfiere firetti & il vifo fciolto, i. e. Your Thoughts 
clofe and your Looks open. Which is an admirable Maxim, be- 
caufe every Man has a Right to examine your Countenance, 
but your Breaft is your Cabinet, of which none ought to have 
the Key but your felf. Butit may be faid after all this, What 
is Difcretion ? To which I anfwer: That it is the Faculty of 
difcerning what is fit to be done or faid upon any Occa- 
fion, and Speaking and Adting accordingly. 

There is nothing more common than for young People to 
fancy they have a Privilege to be indifcreet ; which is both 
a foolith and a falfe Notion, as it throws them off their Guard, 
and betrays them under the notion of light Miftakes into falle 
Steps, from which they find it impoffible to recover, They 
ought therefore to confider, that Difcretion is a Habit, which, 
if not early acquired, can hardly ever be attained, and which, 
though it is always of ufe, is never of fo great Confequence, 
as in the earlier part of Life, when an Opportunity improved, 
may eftablifh; or loft, may extinguifh a Man’s Fortune, Be- 
fides, as Difcretion is a Quality not common in young Men, 
it is the more admired and efteemed. We may add to this, 
that though it coft fome Pains to acquire, yet. when young 
Men are once Matters of it, they feldom lofe it, but maintain 
through their Life that Character which at the firft fetting 
out they have obtained. It is a juft Obfervation, that a young 
Coxcomb makes an old Fool ; and though there are certainly 
many Indulgencies due to Youth, yet it is a great point of 
Prudence, feldom or never to have recourfe to them. 

There is another great Obftacle to Dilcretion) arifing from 
Birth or high Quality. Some People are apt to think, that 
their being above the World, renders them unaccountable to 
the World, which is avery falfe and a very abfurd Opinion. 
The very contrary of this is ftriétly truce; high Birth, or an 
exalted Dignity, rendersa Man fo much the more accountable, 
Every Word that falls from fuch a Perfon has a peculiar Em- 
phafis. If it relates to Bufinefs, it becomes a Command; 
if to Faults, it is a Sentence ; if a Promife, it amounts to an 
Obligation. King Alonzo, who was furnamed the Wife, dif- 
courfes admirably on this Subject; * Talkativenefs, fays he, 
© is a Fault’in all, but moft dangerous in Princes, for it makes 
© their Words flighted and difregarded. If a King be nota 
© Man of good Senfe, his Tongue foon difcovers that Defeé ; 
* for as the Sounding ofa Veflel is diftinguifhed by ringinz, 
© fothe Strength of a Man’s Judgment is perceived from his 

© Words.” 
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‘ Words.” ‘This Obfervation feems to be borrowed from the 
Roman Poet Perfius, 


—— Sonat vitium percuffa maligne, 
Refpondet viridi non cotta fidelia lime, 


What is faid of Princes reaches to all Perfons of very great Rank, 
more or lefs, according to their Station, and therefore it be- 
comes them to confider, that they are fo far from having any 
Privilege in reference to Indifcretion, that whatever Slip of 
that kind they make, is looked upon asa Thing unpardonable, 
and frequently forces them to Acknowledgments which of all 
others are moft repugnant to their Characters, Inftances fhow 
this more clearly and more agreeably than Words, The For- 
trefs of Porto Ferrajo in the Mand of £/ba, has been always con- 
fidered as the Place in Europe, whiich has the belt title to be 
thought impregnable. ‘Tthe Marfhal de la Meilleraie, a French 
Officer of great Diftinétion, went to takea View of it, and 
was fhown every Patt of the Fortifications by Griffeni, who 
was. Governor of it for the Great Duke of Tu/cany ; to whom 
the Marfbal, according to the natural Vanity of that Nation, 
could not help faying, * Sir, your Place is a ftrong Place, but 
‘if my Matter fhould give me Orders to attack it, I fhould 
‘not at all doubt giving him a good account of it in fix 
*‘ Weeks, Your Excellency, replied Griffoui, takes much too 
‘ longTime ; for my Matter is fo much the King’s humble Ser- 
‘ vant, that if he had any Occafion for it, he might com- 
‘mand it ina Moment.’ The Marfhal blufhed, and after 
taking a turn or two, replied, * You are a Man of Senfe, Go- 
‘ vernor, andJ am a Blockhead. I confefs your Place is im- 
‘ pregnable.” ‘There was certainly good Senfe and Spirit in 
this, and the Marfhal atoned very weil for the Fault he had 
committed ; but without doubt he would have fhown more Senfe 
if he had avoided this Miftake. 

We are too apt to imagine, that what we fay to mean 
People, and to Folks very much below us, is of little or no 
Confequence ; but there cannot bea greater point of Indifcre- 
tion. A Man ought to be always on his Guard, and how 
littie foever there may be to thofe with whom we converfe, 
there is a lafting Obligation upon us to fpeak and act in fuch 
amanner as becomes us, He who treats with Rudenefls a 
Perfon much below him, not only degrades him/elf, but releafes 
the Perfon to whom he fpeaks from that Refpe&t by which 
he would be otherwife conftrained, and lays himfelf open to 
Ppp 2 receive 
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receive more fenfible Injuries than he can infli€t. Befides, there 
is nothing fo mutable as Fortune, and as it is impoffible that 
we fhould be fure of continuing always what we are, fo it is 
equally uncertain that Perfons in the loweft Condition fhould 
remain forever in that State, Philip de Cominestells us, that he 
faw Henry Holland Duke of Exeter, runving bare-legged after 
the Duke of Burgundy begging Charity, though that Duke and he 
had married two Sifters. The Country Ki night who put Wiljey 
when a Schoolmafter int» the Stocks, did afterwards long Pe- 
nance for it in Prifon. i he Initability of human Affairs is a 
perpetual Monitor againft little and great Indifcretions. 


( LETTER fo a Gentleman with regard to 
Englifh Poetry. 


Written Anno 1738. 


SIR, 
A S you feem to have a Tafte for Englifh Poetry, and are 


4% defirous of making fome Improvements, I have taken 
tie dibeity co offer you my Sentiments.on this Subjet, as they 
occur, without Connection; and let the real Zeal I have to 
ferve you, atone for the little Imperfections of the Attempt. 

You are now engaged in the firft Part of Academic Learn- 
ing, the Perufal of the Greek and Roman Authors. It is from 
the Poets of thefe two Nations you are to lay the Groundwork 
of your Improvement in this Kind of Writing: And indeed 
the confulting thefe great Writers, whofe Works have been 
the Praife and Admiration of all fucceeding Ages, is nothing 
but the confulting Nature herfelf, from whofe pure Fountain 
they have derived their Streams, Thefe are the clear and uns 
troubled Springs of Learning, which Horace advifes us wo have 
Recourfe to, 





Juvat antiques accedere fontes 
Atque haurire. 





——Thefe are the Books he recommends to be ufed on all Oc- 
cafions, 





Vos exemplaria Graca 
NoGiurnd verfate manu, verfate diurnd. 


And thefe were the original Models he himfelf fo happily 
copied, 
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The Principal of the Greek Poets are however, Hefiod, Theo- 
critus, Anacreon, Alcaus, Sappho, and Sophocles ; amongft thé 
Latins, Virgil, Horace, Ovid, Lucretius, Terence, and Lucan; 
not but there are other excellent Poets in either Language, 
but that thefe are the moft diftinguifh’d. It would be needleis 
to point out their different Excellencies, as you can haye them 
better told you by the Gentleman intrufted with your prefent 
Education, who perfeétly underftands al] their Delicacies, 

By a careful Perufal of thefe great Originals, you will foon 
find if your Genius leads you this Road ; for however amiable 
and inviting the Path may feem, it leads often into difficult 
Paffes. Happy is it for you, if your Genius be poetical, that 
Poetry can never be but your Amufement, and as fuch, 1 will 
promife it to you the moft agreeable and innocent one’ in the 
World. 

The next Thing is to find what antient Author, Greek or 
Roman, beft agrees with your own Temper and Judgment, 
whatever that fhail be. Study this Author with the {tricteft 
Attention, and feleét from cur Faglib Poets him who has 
form’d himfelf upon the Model of your favourite Antient. As 
this is not an eafy Study [J] have given a Table on this Subject, 
where you will fee this Matter at one View] on this Englifh 
Poet fix your principal Attention, by which you will, in a 
Manner moft agreeable to yourfelf, attain the principal Point in 
View. 

Let me here premife, that a Genius is always prefuppofed in 
this Cafe: A Genius tho’ uncultivated, like a rich Soil, will 


"produce Flowers tho” mix’d with Weeds; but all the Art in 


the World will never produce any Beauties this way, if a Soil 
be wanting. It is only a Genius dire&ted by Judgment and 
improved by Art, that will ever be fully fuccefsful, 

Tho’ we have many celebrated Englifh Writers, yet I have 
named but a few, becaufe I would have you take the chafteft 
and moft correét, and becaufe a great Variety of Writers 
would rather. confound than direét your Determination on this 
Article, 

II, You may at firft fetting out, in the Effays you form, 
confult Gildm or Bijhe: 1 fhould, if I chofe either, prefer the 
latter, but I would by all Means recommend to you the Ule 
of neither. And if your Tatte be geuine, and your Ear good, 
(which latter your Inclination to Mufic promifes) you will 
need none of thefe, artificial Helps. “Fhefe crambo Diétiona- 
ries and alphabetical Helps, are only like Stilts to prop a weak 
Genius, where the Imagination is glad to borrow fome Af 

fiftance 
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fiftance at a cheap Rate, as confcious of its own Feeblenefs.— 
’Tis to thefe artificial Helps we owe the terrible Inundation of 
Verfe that has broke all Limits, the rhyming Contagion that is 
epidemical in our daily Papers, monthly Magazines, and other 
choice Colleétions, the Merit of which Performances may be 
generally contracted to the Definition of a witty Writer, 
«¢ That they are not Poetry, but Profe run mad.” 

The Method I would chute to hint to you is, firft to confult 
the beft Profe Writers'we have in Englifh, particularly thofe 
who have wrote on general Subjects. A careful Reading of 
the immortal Writings of a late Reign, will give you fuch a 
compleat Knowledge of the Englifh Language in its greateft 
Perfection, as will make you ‘a Judge and Mafter of Style. 
I ,mean*thofe celebrated Volumes that bear the Names of the 
Spectator, Guardian, and Tatler. Thefe indeed contain a true 
Fund of poetical Materials ; juft Sentiments, proper Epithets, 
beautiful Defcriptions, lively Similies, and entertaining Fables 
are every where to be found, A great Part is only Poetry in 
Difguifet fo that the proper Fund is found ready ; and a good 
Genius and clear Underftanding will always know how to 
manage it to great Advantage, 

Above all, let Nature be your Guide ; your prefent Situation 
in the Country will give you great Opportunities of feeing her 
real Beauties, and of viewing the Rural Manners: If any of 
thefe touch you either in the ferious or merry way, (as I think 
they cannot fail to do) don’t negleét to ftrike your Image or 
Idea on Paper : Do fo, when ever any thing more than ordi- 
nary affeéts you; it is at leaft but a harmlefs way of diverting 
the Pain of any Pafion you may feel.—No matter what the 
Words are your Emotion ditates, fear not being incorrect if 
you be truly warmed. Thefe hafty Sketches are the Outlines 
of true Poetry, from whence the guid valeant humeri mutt be 
judged: If thefe are bold and true, no matter for the other 
Points ; the Softnefs and Colouring will eafily follow, if the 
Images of Men and Things are themfelves once mafterly de- 
fign’d. Thefe ‘Things are defign’d only for your own Ufe, 
not fer publick fhew ; when you are able to raife the juft Build- 
ing, you will not need thele Pieces of Scaffolding which are fo 
neceflary at the Beginning of the Art. 

If you will ask, How thall I know my own Sentiments to 
be juft? 1 anfwer, That by this Method they bid fairer to be 
fo, if thus diétated by Nature, than if you were furnifh’d both 
with the Thought and Drefs from fuperior Hands: Not to fay 
that one is your owa aad the other berrow’d, which makes a 
very 
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very material Difference. It is true, no Thought you can 
poffibly Lit upon may be wholly new ; but then in this way 
your Manner of dreffing it will be fill natural, which is all 
that can be expected, 

The Antients have indeed exhaufted all the Sources of Poetry 
to us, and left. us: nothing but the Hazard of the ‘happieft 
Imitation. “fo do this fuccefsfully, we muft ftudy to follow 
Nature, our common Guide and Parent ; and in Proportion to 
our obferving or negleéting this Rule, we fhall either be fortu- 
nate or otherwife. 

But not to deviate too far, (tho’ Rules of this Kind are very 
little neceflary to a good Genius, and wholly ufelef§ to .a, bad 
one) I fhall juft mention fome few Things which occur to me 
from the Review you have been pleafed to give me of two of 
your Effays, which I think difcover a natural Genius, other- 
wife I fhould not prefume to give you this Trouble. 


I, Study the beft Englifh Profe Writers: Mr. Addifon and 
Steele I have mentioned ; let me add Dr. Sprat. ABp. Tillotfon, 
Dr. Aiterbury, Dr. Friend, and above all, I would add my 
Lord Shaftsbury for Elegance of Style, if his Sentiments were 
always as juft as the Drefs is becoming and majeftick. 


Il. For the Poets, acquaint yourfelf with the ftrong and-bold 
Touches of Shakefpear, which are ftruck by the Hard of Na- 
ture herfelf. He alone will raife your Imagination ; correét his 
Fire with the Judgment of 2B. Fchnfon, who was all cool Art. 
For fine Verfification chufe Dryden and Mr. Pope ; for finith’d 
Writing, Mr, Prior; for chafte Elegance, Mr. Addijon; for 
foft Delicacy, Waller ; for Wit, Cowley; for Judgment, Den- 
bam. How far thefe agree with the Antients you will fee in 


the Table. 


IIT. Write your Sentiment firft in poetical Style or Profe, 
without Numbers, before you caft your Rhymes ; thus it will 
remain true Poetry when the Jingle is taken from it, 


IV. Avoid all low Monofyllables, particularly the Expletives 
and, for, does or do, and all the little Particles ufed in Profe as 
much as poffible. Of two or three Words that are fynony- 
mous, always chufe, according to the Ear, thofe of longeft or 
fewelt Sylables, as they are moft harmonious. 


V. Par- 
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V, Particularly be carefully nice in the Choice of your Epi- 
thets, and if youcan, compound them in the Greek Manner, 
by the mixing two Words$ as fweetly-breathing, foftly-/miling, 
gaily-blooming, or fuch like, 

VI. As much as poffible let the End of the Line conclude 
re Senfe, or at leaft fo as not to break with the Beginning of 
the next, 


VII. Shun all Repetition or Tautology in Words or Sen- 
timents, « 


VIII. Review often, blot carefully, and fpare no Pains in 
the Polithing. ‘The more Art you ufe, the lef Art will be 
difcover’d, if Nature drew the Draught originally. 


IX. Write feldom, and little, but finith all you do, 


Thefe, Sir, are all the Directions I think will be neceflary 
to you ; if they fhall be of any Service, it will be a particular 
Pleafure tome. That you make a happy Progrefsin your Stu- 
dies, fo as to anfwer the Cares of your worthy Father, and 
the Expectations of your real Friends, fhall ever be the fincere 
Withes of, 


SIR; 


Your Obedient, 
Whitefryars, “fan. §. 
1738. Humble Servant. 


In Imitation of the SPECTATOR. 


From my own Apartment, April 19, 1746. 

Anguage is the Gatb of our Thoughts, and like other 

Garbs is“ fubjeét to Fafhion and Alteration ; but then 

a judicious Care is to be had, when a Fafhion is firft fet on 

fobt, that it be juft and proper, and fuch as will be of ule 

at leaft, if not give usa better Air and Grace, otherwile it 
will only. expofe us to Ridicule. 

Pre . _ What 
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What drew this Reflection from me was the following 
Petition. 


fo the SPECTATOR. 
The humble Petition of ** Qught foeweth, 


*¢ ‘That your Petitioner apprehends he is in danger of be- 
ing turn’d out of the Englifh Language, for no. other reas 
fon than meer Ignorance: in the Printers or Correétots of 
the Prefs; for he is not willing to fuppofe that the Au- 
thors are enter’d into a Combination againft him, 
‘© He begs leave to fay, that he has had right of Poffef- 
** fion for two hundred yeats or more, till of late one Mr, 
“© Ayght, a meer upftart, has attempted to fupplant him. He 
“* hopes it will be no Offence to ask who this Mr. Aught 
is. The World. is well enough acquainted with one Naught, 
a Perfon of Iil-fame, and it is from him he mutt deduce 
“¢ his Pedigree if he has any; but it feems he is alhamed of 
‘¢ his Relations, and therefore would fhelter himfelE in ano. 
ther Family. 
*¢ Whereas your Petitioner was defcended from one Nought, 
an honeft poor Wretch not worth a Farthing, but has by 
his own Diligence and Induftry raifed himlelf to fome 
“ Figure, 

“ Your Petitioner therefore humbly prays, that you would 
“* take his Cafe into Confideration, and ftraitway iflue your 
«* Spectatorial Injunétions to all Printers whatfoever, that they 
never prefume to mention Aught in Prejudice to your Pe» 
titioner’s Claim, nor ever write or print thus, * for Aught 
‘© | know, or Aught he can do, and the like, inftead of for 
‘© Ought L know, Ge, 
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. 


” 


‘ 


. 


wn 


oy 


Lal 


‘ 


w- 


Lal 


nn .#" 


‘ 


. 


‘ 


° 


‘ 


. 


** And your Petitioner, as in Duty bound, 
‘66 hall pray. 
OUGHT. . 


I had juft dined, and was filling my Pipe, when my Ser- 
vant brought the above Petition to me : it was carelefly folded 
up, that it was; for I think there was not above a quarter 
ofa Wafer to keep it from falling to Pieces. Whether it 
was from that little Refpect fhown to my Charaéter, or to 
an Indolence natural to a full Stomach, I will not determine; 
but fure enough I caft my Eye over it with & fort of Preju- 


Vou, Ill, Qqq dice, 
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dice, and had folded it up very neatly in order to give it 
fire as foon as my Maid had brought in the fmall Candle 
I ufe upon thefe Occafions ; but fhe making me wait fome- 
thing longer than ordinary, as fhe will dé fometimes, I, who 
am willing to catch at any handle for Patience, unfolded the 
Paper, and read it over again, and to that Accident it is ow- 
ing that the Reader has now feen it. 

The time has been when I receiv’d Petitions from Mef- 
fieurs Who, What, and That, and did juftice to their feveral 
Preienfions: and I fee not why I fhould not give fome Coun- 
tenance to Mr. Ought , efpecially as his concerns his very 
Being, whereas theirs related cnly to Precedence, 

It is faid fomewhere, I think, of the great Cafar, that 
though he gave Law to the Romen People, he was not able 
to give a new Word to their Language, I believe the good 
People of Great Britain, would as little care to have a new 
Word impofed upon them as the Romans, fo jealous are they 
of Liberty ; but they may be cheated into it by Ufe and Cuftom, 
before they are aware of it, ’ 

I have weigh’d the Petitioner’s Claim, and though the 
difcarding him out of our Language, may be alledged an Im- 
provement, as it would prevent Ambiguities and Miftakes ari- 
fing from another Ought, who it feems at one time or other 
has every body in his Debt ; yet as there is no neceffity for it, 
they being eafily diftinguifhed by the Company they keep, and 
as there would be no end of Innovations if this were per- 
mitted, there being many Words in our Language that have 
a Samenefs both in Sound and Letters, from which however 
no Miftakes can arife if we ufe but common care in the read- 
ing of them, Therefore I do hereby ftraitly charge and re- 
quire all the Printers of Great Britain (Ireland may do as it 
pleafes) that they reftore Ought to his lawful Claim, as they 
will anfwer the contrary at their Peril, 


To 
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fo RELIGION. 
“nO D E. 


Arent of BIIG! defcended from above! 
Pp Whofe Pow’r, attun’d to Notes of Joy and Love, 
In one fmooth Tenor keeps the Soul. . 

Or gives the lab’ring Heart: ftrings balmy Peace, 

And, lenient, bids the ghaftly Eyeballs ceafe 
With Pain and confcious Dread to 10, 

Hither approach ! thou by the Moon’s pile Light , 

Oft ken’d by Hermit, in the filent Night 
Fearlefs to tread the fpangled Plain : 

What time defpairing Ghofts take their flow Round, 

And mark their heaving Breafts with many a Wound, 
And clank their horrid length of Chain, 

She comes, fhe comes; divine, majeftick Fair! 

Eafy, not loofe her Garments float in Air, 
And high her dauntlefs Head fhe rears ; 

With Reason hand in hand proceeds the Queen, 

Truth on her left with Smiles, and Brow ferene, 
Half cover’d and half bare appears, 

Before her INNOCENCE, fair Infant, flies, 

Behind Repentance flowly creeps and fighs, 
While Tears betray his inward Pain; 

Still in his Eye Hope, blooming Cherub, plays, 

As thro’ the gloomy Cloud bright Phabus’ Rays 
Shine forth, and gild the twinkling Rain. 

Apall’d the Atheift views—convulfive Dread 

Unftrings each Nerve, and fhakes his palfied Head— 
And Strength his fault’ring Knees forfakes : 

Qqq2 ConsciENcE 
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Conscienck, Jong banifh’d, now refumes her Place, 
The modeft Bluth tinges again his Face, 

While awful thus Rex1Gion fpeaks, 
© Hafte, from my Prefence hafte; will Reafon aid ? 
* Clofe by my Side behold the conltant Maid— 
© Whole Influence pe’er was felt by you. 
* Where is your boafted Courage ? where is now 
¢ The full-blown Taunt, the fupercilious Brow, 
* That arm’d your impious, coward Crew ? 
© Dare you, if nought experieric’d Mercy cl arms, 
6 Dare you, vain Worms, defy th’Almighty’s Arms, 
© And call his Arrows from the Skies? 
© From whole fierce Wrath th’uprooted Hills retire, 
* And Lightnings glare, and Coals of living Fire, 
© As on the Wings of Winds he flies. 
* Tremble, bafe ‘Tribe, left impious Korah’s Fate 
* Attend on Crimes as daring and as great ; 
* Left Earth again her Jaws fhould ope; 
© Ev’n now I paint you finking to my Eyes, 
¢ I view'your blank Defpair, I hear your Cries, 
¢ Devoid of ‘Pity and of Hope, 


The Pleafure of POETRY, 
4n ODE, 


I. 


Appy the Babe whofe natal Hour 
The Mufe propitious deigns to grace, 
No Frowns on his foft Fore-head low’r, 
No Cries diftort His tender Face ; 
But o’er her Child, forgetting all her Pangs, 
Infatiate of his Smiles, the raptur’d Parent hangs. 
| Let 
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II, 

Let Statefmen on the fleeplefs Bed 

The Fate of Realms and Princes weighs 

While in the agonizing Head 

They form ideal Scenes of Sway ; 
Not long, alas! the fancied Charms delight, 
But melt, like SpeStre-forms, in filent Shades of Night, 


Tit. 


Ye heavy Pedants, dull of lore, 
Nod o’er the Taper’s livid Flame, 
Ye Miers, ‘till increafe your Store, 
Still tremble at the Robber’s name ; 
Or fhudd’ring from the recent Dream arile, 
While vifionary Fire glows dreadful to -your Eyes. 


IV, 
Far other Joys the Mules thow’r, 
Benignant, on the aching Breaft, 
*Tis theirs in the fone, chearlefs‘Hour, 
To lull the lab’ring Heart to Reft : 
, With bright’ning Calms they glad the Profpe& drear, 
And bid each Groan fubfide, and dry up ev’ry Tear. 


Vv. 
From earthly Mifts, ye gentle Nine! 
Whene’er you purge the vifual Ray, 
Sudden the Landfcapes fairer thine, 
And blander fmiles the Face of Day ; 
Ev’n Chloe’s Lips with brighter Vermil glow, 
And on her youthful Cheek the Rofe-buds frefher' blow. 


VI. 


When Boreas ‘founds his fierce Alarms, 


And all the green-clad Nymphs are fled, eas 
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Oh! then [lie in Fancy’s Arms 
On fragrant May's delicious Bed : 
And thro’ the Shade, flow-creeping from the Dale, 
Feel on my diowly Face the lilly-breathing Gale, 


VII. 


Or on the Mountain's airy Height 
Hear Winter call his howling Train, 
Chas’d by the Spring and Dryads light, 
That now refume their blifsful Reign. 
While fmiling Flora binds her Zephyr’s Brows, 
With ev’ry various Flow’r that Nature’s lap beftows, 


VIil. 


More potent than the Syéi/’s Gold 

That led Z4neas’ bold Emprize, 
When you, Calliope, unfold 

Your Laurel-branch, each Phantom flies ! 
Slow Cares with heavy Wings beat the dull Air, 
And Dread, and pale-ey’d Grief, and Pain, and black Def pair, 


IX. 
With you Elhj/ium’s happy Bow’rs, 
The Mantfions of the glorious Dead, 
I vifit oft, and cull the. Flow’rs 
That rife fpontaneous to your Tread ; 
Such active Virtue warms that pregnant Earth, 
And Heav’n with kindlier hand affifts each genial Birth, 


X. 


Here oft I wander thro’ the Gloom, 
While pendent Fruit the Leaves among, 
Gleams thro’ the Shade with golden Bloom, 
Where lurks the various-feather’d Throng, 
Wh 
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Whofe Notes th’ eternal Spring, unceafing, chear, 
Nor leave in mournful Silence half the drooping Year. 


XI. 


And oft I view along the Plain 
With flow and folemn ftep proceed 
Heroes and Chiefs, an awful Train, 
And high exalt the laurell’d Head. 
Submifs I honour ev’ry facred Name, 
Deep in the Column grav’d of adamantine Fame, 


XII. 


But ceafe, my Mule, with tender Wing 
Unfledg’d, etherial Flights to dare, 
Stern Cato’s bold Difcourfe to.fing, 
Or paint immortal Brutus’ Air ; 
May Britain ne’er the Weight of Slav’ry feel, 
Or bid a Brutus thake for her his crimfon Steel! 


XIII, 
Lo! yonder negligently laid 
Faft by the Stream’s impurpled fide, 
Where thro’ the thick-entangled Shade, 
The radiant Waves of Neétar glide, 
Each facred Poet ftrikes his tuneful Lyre, 
And wafts the ravifh’d Heart, and bids the Soul afpire. 


XIV. 


No more is hear’d the plaintive Strain 
Or pleafing Melancholy’s Song, 
Tibullus here forgets his Pain, 
And joins the Love-exulting Throng : 
For Cupid flutters round with golden Dart, 
And fiercely twangs his Bow at ev’ry Rebel Heart. 


XV, 
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XV. 


There ftretch’d at Eafe Anacreon gay, 
And on his melting Zesbia’s Breaft, 
With Eye half-rais’d Catullus lay, 
And gaz’d himfelf to balmy Ref. 
While Venus’ felf thro’ all the am’rous Groves 
With Kiffes frefh-diftill'd fupply’d their conftant Loves, 


XVI, 
Now Horace’ hand the String infpir’d, 
My Soul, impatient as he fung, 
The Mufe unconquerable fir’d, 
And heav’nly Accents feiz’d my Tongue : 
Then lock’d in Admiration fweet I bow’d, 
Confefs’d his potent Art, nor could forbear aloud* . 


XVII. 


Hail glorious Bard! whofe high Command 
A thoufand various Strings obey, 
While joins and mixes to thy Hand, 
At once the bold and tender Lay ! 
Not mighty Homer down Parnaffus’ Steep, 
Rolls the full Tide of Verfe fo clear and yet fo deep. 


XVIil. 


O could I catch one Ray divine 
From thy intolerable Blaze ! 
To pour ftrong Luftre on my Lines 
And my afpiring Song to raife ; 
Then fhould the Mufe her‘choiceft Influence thed, 
And with eternal: Wreaths entwine my lofty Head. 


XIX. 
© Milton, 
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XIX. 

Then would I fing the Sons of Fame, 

Th’ immortal Chiefs of ancient Age, 
Or tell of Love’s celeftial Flame, 

Or ope fair Friendfhip’s facred Page, 
And leave the fullen Thought and ftruggling Groan 
To take their watchful Stands around the gaudy Throne. 


The SILENT FAIR. 


J 


ROM all her fair loquacious kind 
So different is my Rofaknd, 

‘That not one Accent can J gain 

To crown my Hopes, or footh my Pain. 


HI. 


Ye Lovers who can conftrue Sighs, 
And are th’ Interpreters of Eyes, 

To Language all her Looks tranflate, 
And in her Geftures read my Fate. 


III. 


And if in them you aught can find, 
Aught that’s gentle, aught that’s kind, 
Adieu mean Popes of being Great, 
And ail the Littlenefs of State. 


IV. 


All Thoughts of Grandeur I'll defpife, 
That from Dependence take their Rife ; 
To ferve her fhall be my Employ, 

And Love’s {weet Agony my Joy. 


The TALKATIVE FAIR. 


I, 
F\ROM Morn to Night, from Day to Day, 
F At all Times, and in ev’ry Place, 
‘ou fcold, repeat, and fing, and fays 
Nor are there Hopes you |I ever ceafe. 


Vox, II. Rrr 
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II. 
Forbear, my Fannia, oh ! forbear, 
If your own Health, or ours you prize : 


For all Mankind that bear you, fwear, 
Your Tongue’s more killing than your Eyes. 


fil. 


Your Tongue’s a Traitor to your Face, 
Your Fame’s by your own Noife obfcur'd ; 
All are diftracted while they gaze, 

But if they liften they are cur’d, 


IV. 
Your Silence wou’d acquire move Praife 
Than all I fay, or all' I write; 
One Look ten thoufand Charms difplays, 
Then hufh !—and bean Afigel quite. 





LITERARY,MEMOITLR:SS. 


Effay fur P Origine des Connoifances Humaines : ouvrage oi 
Pon reduit a un feul ‘Principe tout ce qui concerne 
L Entendement Humain. .A Amfterdam, chex Pierre 
Mortier. 1746. ' 

That is, 

An Effay upon the Origin of the Intellectual Powers. 
A Work in which all that relates to the Human Under- 
ftanding is reduced to a fingle Principle. In two Vo- 
lumes in 12m0; the firft containing 265 Pages, and 

5 5 bos 
the latter 292, exclufive of the Introduétion.and Contents. 


H E Author of this Book pretends to lay down a new Me- 

thod, by which Men may be enabled to reafon 4s exactly 

in refpe&t to metaphyfical and moral Subjects, as in reference 
to Geometry, He obferves in his Introduction, that there 
are two “Sorts~ of Metaphyficks ; the one bold and ambitious, 
which pretends to pierce through all Mytteries, to penetrate 
Nature, to render us acquainted with the Eflence of Things, 
and the Canfes moft hidden and obfcure ; the cticr mre re- 
ferved, which proportions its Refearches to the Weaknefs of 
the human Uaderttanding, and whieh, withcut difquieting us 
about 
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about Things that lie intirely out of our Reach, is content to 
teach what lies within the Compafs of our Faculties, and 
therefore reftrains itfelf within due Bounds. The former re- 
prefents all Nature as a kind of Enchantment, which it pre- 
tends to diffipate ; the latter aims at the Difcovery of Caufes 
from their Effeéts, and is as fimple as Truth itfelf. The one 
accumulates Errors without Number, and fills the Mind with 
vague Notions, derived from Words without Meaning ; by 
the Help of the other, one acquires a more reftrain’d Science, 
but one avoids Error, the Underftanding becomes juft, and afi 
its Ideas are clear and diftin. 

The Philofophers have addiéted themfelves chiefly to the firft 
of thefe, and have confidered the other rather as an Acceflary 
and as a lower Branch of the Science, which fcarce deferved 
the Name of Metaphyficks. Locke is the only Author that 
deferves to be excepted; he made the human Under(tanding the 
Object of this Study, and has treated it with Succefs: As for 
Defeartes, he neither knew the Origin, nor the Generation of 
our Ideas, It is to this that we are to attribute the Infufficiency 
of his Method ; but it is impoffible for us to difcover a certain 
Method of conducting our Thoughts, when we are ignorant 
of the Mannér in which they are formed. /allebranche, 
who, of all the Cartefians, perceived beft the Caufes of our 
Etrots, aimed fometimes by the Help of Comparifons to explain 
the Faculties of the Soul, fometimes he loft himfelf in an in- 
telligible World, where he imagined he had ‘found the Source 
of our Ideas. Orhers have created and annihilated Beings, fome- 
times adding, fometimes diminifhing, at their Pleafure; and 
believed, that by this Imagination they fhould be able*to ac- 
count for the different Operations of the Underftanding, and 
the Manner by which it acquires or lofes certain Branches of 
Knowledge. In fine, the Followers of Leibnitz have made of 
this Subftance a Being much more perfect ; according to them 
it is ‘a dittle World, a living Mirror of the Univerfe ; and by 
the Power whicii they have given it, of reprefenting whatever 
exifts, ‘they flatcer themfe!ves that they are abic to explain its 
Effence, Nature, and all its Properties. In this Manner it is, 
that each Party has fuffered itfelf to be feduced by its proper 
Syftem. We only fee what is round about us, and we fancy 
that every thing lies open to our View ; in which we refemble 
Children, who in a wide Plein fancy that at the Extremity of 
it they could touch the Skies with their Hands. 

Is at then to no’Purpofe to read the Writings of the Philo. 
fophets? But! who can flatter himfclf with the Hopes of fuc- 
ceeding betier than’ fo many eee Genii, who have been the 
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Admiration of the Ages in which they lived, without ftudy- 
ing their Writings with a View of profiting, at leaft by the 
Knowledge of their Miftakes? It is effential to whoever en- 
deavours to find out Truth, to be well acquainted with the 
Errors of thofe who have gone before them ia the fame De- 
fign. The Experience of the Philofopher, like that of the 
Pilot, confifts in his Acquaintance with the Shelves and Shoals 
upon which others have been fhipwreck’d, and without the 
Knowledge of which, he would have no kind of Guide to 
conJuét him upon that Coaft. 

Bur if it is not enough barely to difcover the Errors of 
theie Philofophers, unlefs we penetrate their Caufes; it is even 
neceflary to afcend from one Caufe to another, until by that 
Means we reach the firft, For there muft be one, from whence 
they have all gone aftray, and which may be confidered as the 
fingle Point where ail the Roads ftrike off that lead us into 
Ersor. Perhaps alfo from this very Point we may difcern ano- 
ther, where that fincl: Road commences which leads to Truth. 

Our firft Objeét, ana that of which we ought never to 
lofe Sight, is the Study of the human Underftanding ; not in 
order > Cifcover its Nature, but to become acquainted with its 
Operations ; co obferve with what Art they are combined, and 
how they are to be conducted, in order to acquire all the Intel- 
ligence of which we are capable. It is neceflary to afcend. to 
the very Origin of our Ideas, to dife:ver and diftinguifh 
their Generation, to follow them to the utmoft Limits 
which Nature has prefcribed them, and thereby fix the Ex- 
tent and Bounds of our Acquifitions, and learn experimentally 
the Force of the human Underftanding. 

It is folely by repeated Obfervations, that we can purfue thefe 
Refearches with Succefs ; and we ought to afpire'only at dif- 
covering a fingle Experiment, the Truth of which nobody 
can call in Queftion, and which may fuffice to explain all the 
reft, This ought fenfibly to point out the Source of our In- 
telligences, what are their Materials, by what Principle they 
are put in Motion, what Inftruments are employed therein, 
and in what manner we ought to make ufe of them. I have 
(fays our Author) or at leaft, I apprehend that I have, found 
the Solution of all thefe Problems, in the Conneétion of Ideas, 
either with Signs, or with one another ; of the Truth of which 
the Reades may judge by the Perufa! of this Work, 

He will fee, my Defign is to refer to one fingle Principle, 
a'! that regards the human Underttanding, and that thi Prin- 
ciple fhall neither be a vague Propofition, an abftra@ted Maxim, 
of a gratuitous Suppofitions but a fettled and conftane’ Expe- 


riment, all the Confequences of whitch are confirmed by frefh 
Experiments, 
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Our Ideas are connected with Signs, and it is by this Me- 
thod, as I fhall hereafter prove, that they are connected with 
each other, So that, after having faid a word or twoof the 
Materials of our Intelligences, upon the Diftinétion bet weeri 
Saul and Body, and on Senfations ; I fhall be obliged, in or- 
der to develope my Principles, not only to follow the Opera- 
tions of the Soul through ail their Progrefs, but alfo to dif- 
cover how. we contraét a Habitude with refpeét to Signs of 
every Kind, and what is the ufe we ought to make of it, 

With the View of fullfilling this double Task, I have taken 
Things as.bigh as it was poffible for meto take them. On 
the one hand, I have afcended as far as Perception, becaute it 
is the firft Operation that we can remark in the Soul, and 
I have fhown how, and in what order it produces all the other 
Operations, which are in our power to exercife. On the other 
fide, I have begun with the Language of Aétion, and have 
pointed out how it has produced all the Arts that are proper 
to exprefs our Thoughts, fuch as Gefture, Dancing, Speech, 
Declamation, Pantomimes, Mufick, Poetry, Writing, and the 
different Chara@ters of the feveral Tongues, This Hiftory of 
Language. will fhow the Circumftances under which Signs 
were firft invented, will make us apprehend their true Senfe,. 
and enable .us to prevent the Abufe of them, and leave’ us, 
as I apprehend, no fort of Doubt as to the Origin of our Ideas, 

After. having thus unfolded the Progsefs of the Operations 
of the Soul, and thofe of Language, I next endeavour to point 
out the Means by which we may avoid Error, and to fhow 
the Order that is to be obferved in making Difcoveries our- 
felves, or in explaining to others fuch as we have.already made. 

This isthe general Plan of the Effay before us, which is not 
only taken from the Author’s Introduétion, but is alfo expref- 
fed entirely, in his own Words. The Subject without doubt 
will appear to many both dry and dark ; but however, the 
Work bas been very well received in France, and feems to 
deferve it. The Author, whoever he is, for as yet we have 
not been able to learn his Name, very fairly acknowledges, 
that he derives all. his Lights from, and builds the whole of 
his Syfiems upon the, Informations he bas received from Ba- 
con and Locke; and it is very remarkable, that he has entered 
very fully, and -very clearly, into the Charaéters of both thofe 
great Writers, fo as to treat them with at leaft as much Ju- 
itice as any of their ©wn Countrymen. 

He obferves, that Philofophers are fometimes fond of a No- 
tion’ merely becaufe it is new, and has been pafled by, or 
difregarded by others; and this not froma Principle of- find- 
ing. or demonftrating new Truths, but from a fond Defire of 
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acquiring Reputation by taking new Roads, and placing them- 
felves ‘at the Head of different Sects engaged in the fupport 
of feparate and inconfiftent Syftems. I: is to this Humour, that 
hevafcribes the! Zeal which the Peripateticks exprefled for this 
Pofition, that all our Intelligences are derived tous from our Senfes. 
‘This, he fays, they were fo far from underflanding or being able 
to make out, that many Ages after it appeared to be anew Difco- 
very, This Difcovery, he very juftly afcribes to the great Lord 
Chancellor Bacon, who thereupon founded his admirable Work, 
intituled, Novum Organon Scientiarum, in which he gave moft 
excellent Rules’ for the Advancement of all the Sciences, The 
Cartefians rejeCted this Principle with Contempt ; beeaule, as he 
very well remarks, they faw it only in that Light in which 
it had been placed by the Followers of Ariftotle. But Mr: 
Locke confidered it. more attentively, and beimz perfuaded of 
the Truth of it, undertook the Demonftration thereof, and 
performed it very effe€tually. 

He obferves however, with refpeét to this Writer, to whofe 
Merit he does all imaginable Juftice, that he had not 
thoroughly confidered this.Principle, when he undertook his 
Work of the Human Underflanding, which from his own Con- 
fefion he proves, was not only begun, but continued occafio- 
nally, to which muft be afcribed the Tedioufrefs of fome 
Parts, the Repetitions that are to be met with in others; 
and that kind of Diforder which is difcernable enough through 
the whole, He makes however no Scjuple of acknowledg- 
ing, that no body was more capable of correcting thefe Mil= 
takes, or reviewing and fettling his Work upon a right Bae 
fis than Mr, Locke, who, as he very well obferves, has very 
ingenuoufly taken Notice of, and pointed out bis own Defici- 
ences, and thereby authorized others to perform. what ‘him- 
felf confefles he wanted Leifure. and Spirits to undertake. 





HISTORICAL MEMOIRS. 


The Prefent State and Political Interefts of the Repub 
lick of GENOA. 


His Republick made anciently a very great Figure, not 
only confidered as a free State of /raly, but in. refpedt 

to Europe in general. Her Dominions were large, her Tae 
merce extenfive, her Naval Power extremely formidable, But 
according to.the Nature of all Commonwealths, F ludtuations 
and Revolutions in Government have been very common here ; 
and 
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and to them it has been chiefly owing, that,Gensa has fallen 
fr6m what fhe was, and been driven. at. feveral Times: to 
fubmit ‘herfelf, not only to Emperors, and.Kings of France, 
but to the Marquifles of Montferrat, the Dukes of Milan, 
and other Tittle Princes In fhort, the Charaéters given by 
ancient Writets of this Nation, under the Name of Liguri- 
ans, have been always, and at all times, but, too applicable 
to the Genoefe ; who from a factious Difpofition, and almoft 
perpetual Difaffection to the Form. of Government under 
which they lived, have kept themfelves in continual, Difquiet, 
and loft unaccountably the Advantages derived to. them from 
their Trade and from their Situation, which might other- 
wife have enabled them to attain what feems after all,to have 
been the utmoft Extent of their Wifhes, a Power as.great, and 
an Eftablifhment as folid, as that of their Sifter Republick Venice. 

As to their prefent Situation, by which I mean, the 
Form of Government they are now under, they owe is 
entirely to the Virtue of Andrew Doria, who in 1527 se 
feued them ‘out or the Hands of the French, and refufing the 
Sovereignty offered him, fixt their Condition as a Free State, 
regulating their ancient Nobility, which confifled in twenty 
eight Fainiliés, and their new Nobles at twenty-four. It is 
not neceflary for us to enter into the Particulars of their Hi- 
ftoty from that Time, becaufe they are pretty well known ; 
and therefore we fhall content ousfelves wish faying, that if 
it had not been for the Faétions between their,old and new 
Nobility, which ia 1573 rofe fo, high as to, occafion a Civil 
War, ard their Difputes’ with the Duke of Savy, which en- 
gaved them in feveral Wars, they might have enjoyed Peace 
and Plenty. In 1684 they were feverely chatted by Louis 
the XIV. ‘on Account of fome Offence he had taken to theig 
Conduct, or rather from a Vanity of fhowing his Naval Force 
by bombarding Genoa, and obliging the Doge, and four of 
the principal Senators, to repair to Ver/ailles, and, make a Sub- 
miffion as little honourable to him as to the Republick.. In 
the laft War, they were but indifferently treated by. the Al- 
lies, and by the French ; but at the clofe, of it, they . made 
themfelves amends by purchafing from the Jate Emperor Charles 
the VI. the Marquifate of Final, to tlic Poffediion, of which 
they had long and ardently afpised. 

We have heard fo much of this, Matter already, and are 
like to hear fo much more of it, hereafter, that it is requi- 
fite “We fhould fay fomething of it here ; and'as we have no 
kind of Prepcffeffion in Favour of, either Party, . we «fhall 

ftate 
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ftate the Matter in few Words, and as fairly as it is poffible. 
The Genocfe had very old Pretenfions upon this Country, in 
Right of a Mortgage made to them by the Princes to whom 
it ‘belonged ; but under Colour of a Felony committed by 
them, it was feized by the Houfe of Aufria, and belonged 
to the Spanifh Branch of that Family. It was by this means 
that it came with the reft of the Jtalian Dominions of that 
Family into the Hands of the late Emperor, and.on his Be- 
half the Duke of Savoy put a Garrifon into it. But upon 
the Sale of this Marquifate by his Imperial Majefty in 1733, 
the Piedmontefe Garrifon in Final evacuated it, and three hun- 
dred Corficans took Pofleffion of it for the Genafe, who kept it 
tiltthe prefent War, But it isalfo neceflary to obferve, that the 
Dukes of Savoy had likewife Pretenfions upon this Marquifate, 
though they. were not in aCondition to affert, or make them 
good ; and therefore on the Conclufion of the Treaty of Worms, 
as we have fhown in another Place, his Sardimian Majefty 
ftipulated, that upon giving the Gencefe Satisfaétion for the 
Money laid out in the Purchafe of this Country, it fhould 
belong to him. This the Republick confidered as fo great 
an Injury, that they entered into a Treaty with the French 
and Spaniards for their own Security, and for the Prefervation 
of their Dominions ; the Confequences of which are very 
well known. 

But with refpe€t to this Marquifate, and the Difpofition of this 
Country by the Treaty of Vorms, there are three Points that de- 
ferve well to be confidered. The firf is, T hat whatever Rights the 
Duke of Savey had to this Country, they could not be prejudiced 
by the Emperor’s Sale of it to the Gensefe; and.therefore there 
was no Injuftice in the King of Sardinia’s taking Advantage of 
the prefent Conjunéture to avail himfelf of the Pretenfions of 
his Family. The /econd is, That the Gensefe were to have a 
Satisfaction for this Country ; and though it might be true, 
that both their Interefts and their Inclinations led them to pre- 
fer the ‘Poffeflion of Final to any Equivalent that could be gi- 
ven them for it, yet this ought not to be a Rule to other 
Powers, whofe Interefts atid Inclinations were on the Side of 
his Serdinian Majefty, ‘This will appear ftill the plainer, if 
we confider that it is not Out of any real Affection for the Re- 
publick of Getiea, that the Houfe of Bourbon contends for main- 
taining her'inr'the Pofleffion of this Country, but for the Sake 
of kéeepitig ‘her in Dependence, and keeping Final from the 
KingeofSardini# The Allies therefore, who have the fame 
Reatons to with this Country in the Hands of that Prince, 

have 
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have the fame Right toemploy their Power for the Acccinplifhi- 
mént'of their Willits: in this Refpeét. ‘The third Point is, 
‘Fhat the Defire’ of making ‘this: Alteration was not, as has 
been fuppofedy tither wanton or arbitrary ; On the contrary, it 
appears to have been founded upon Prineiples of good Policy ; 
for on the one hand, as it would immediately open a 
nication between “his Sardinian ‘Majefty and the Maritime 
Powers, whichis apparently of the higheft Confequence for 
the -Prefervation of the Tranquillity and Balance of Power in 
italy ; fo’on the other Hand, it was:provided that it fhould be 
pay beneficial to Commerce, by an exprefs Stipulation that 

fhould be made a free Porty in the fame manner, and 
for the fathe Purpofes, as Leghorn: .« 

But none: of thefe Confiierations weighing with the Genvefe, 
they have ventured the Subverfion of their State for the Sake 
of preferving this Territory, which neverthelefs bas been 
taken from them by the Chance of War, together with Sa- 
wna, whith is another fine Port, that they have long ago filled 
up and render’d ufelefs, for the Sake of confining the Com- 
merce of that Part of /taly to their own Harbour; which, how 
confiftent it is with the Law of ‘Nations, and the general In- 
tereft of other trading Countries, I fhall not take upon me to 
determine, One thing however is very clear, that a Seate whd 
eortfiders nobody's Intereft but her own, has no gteat Rea- 
fon to expect that other States fhould contider her Interefts more 
than their own. It is impoffible to forefee what new Turn 
"Fhings may take during the Continuance of the War, or upon 
what Foundation the Affairs of Italy may be fettled by a ge- 
eral Peace ; but:mait probable it is, that the Republick will 
preferve her Liberty, and the greateft Part at leaft, if not all 

Thefe eonfet at preféne of the Countries extending along 
the Sea Coafts, on» both Sides, from the Cry of Genoa, which 
are ftiled the Eaftern and Weftern Rivieras, This Word in 
ftalian fignifies a Strand ; and indeed the Country is vety little 
better, having high, craggy, and almoft impaffable Modntains 
behind it, Thele however are not fo barren as they are: repre- 
fented, every litle Valley; and indeed every Spot of Ground 
that will admit of it, being cultivated and improved to the ute 
moft ; fo that Fruits, Oll, afid Silk are saifed here to great 
.Advantag:. The Mand of Cprfica belongs alfo to this Re- 
-publick ; it is reckoned three Hundred and twenty-five Miles 
jn Cireumference. It abounds with all Sorts of Provifion; the 
-Wines are thought tolerable, and if Jong kept, are little, if at 
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all, inferior to thofevof Spam. Honey, Wax, and Salt, sare 
the ftaple Commodities*of the:Country : ‘There are feveral good 
Vitheries. upon. its Coafts;and fome Tron’ Mines in the Heart 
of the Ifland. ‘Fhe: Severity. of the Gensefe Government on 
one Side, and ‘the feditious and turbulent Spirit of the Natives 
emthe other, have hitherto hinder’d Corfca from making any 
Figure in Larcpe ; which if thefe Obftacles were'removed, it 
might certainly doy |“Vhe Revenues of the Republick are very 
far from being comfiderable, nor is the:T rade thereof near fo 
ogreat:as\it' was; however-both.are {till capable of: being: reco- 
vered, «The private Peefons in this City, of great Families, 
lare commonly richy and. bave. large Eftates, fome in a 
and Sicily, others in Spain, and- not a few in the Jtalian 
minions belonging to theHoufe of 4uffria ; which is attended 
with great Inconveniences; as throwing them into Interefts im 
confifterit with, ordireétly oppofite to thofe of their Country. 
The Conftitution of Genea is of a mixt Nature, but feenis 
from Experience to be but ill contrived, as having fo much of 
an Ariftocracy as to make the People uheafy, and yet fo much 
wf ‘a Democracy as to keep up a continual Ferment, The 
Doge,..or Duke, is elected every two Years, during which 
Time he refides im the Palace, is maintained at the Publick 
Expence, has Guards and other Enfgns of Princely Dignity, 
and twelve Counfilors continually about shim, ftiled the Seig- 
nory, in whom the Majefty of the Republick refides ; but with 
regatd to the Dernier Refort, or Legiflative Power, it is vefted 
ti the Great Council, whigh confifts of four» Hundred. And 
tiis, in few Words, is a clear Detail of that Government, 
‘which fome Writers have affected to obfcure by long and per- 
plexed Accounts, that are very little to the Purpofe. 
The Ruling Maxim in this State, is the maintaining good 
- Government at Home, \and Peace with all its Neighbours, 
which if fteddily purfued would fpeedily change the Face of 
her Affairs; and though there is very little Probability thar 
efhe fhould ever recover her former Power or Greatnefs, yet 
fhe: might certainly: rife to fuch a meafure of it, as. might 
free her from amy. Apprehenfions of her Neighbours. Her 
' Situation for Trade»is fo convenient, and in Time of Peace, 
- Money is to be had there at fo low Intereft, that without doubr 
their Merchants might carry on a much greater Commetce 
than they, do, if they were not fo fond of Banking, whiclr 
though :in. ome: meature advantageous, is in other refpects 
very inconvenient to the State. Her Difputes with the King 
$34 of 
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of Sardinig have becn.. always dangerpus ‘and detrimental to, 
the Repubiick, and, therefore, it could.not™ fail, of being ad~ 
vantageous. to ber, iif «they .were. once. finally regulated. The, 
next General Peace may ‘very ‘Piodably pus it in. ber Power, 
to attain a more certain Eftablityment thap, fhe. has,.hitherto 
had, and. perhaps, aa effcétual Guarantee of her Dominions, 
which, wich herbs ing obliged to, fortify:,her Capital -regulatly,, 
and, 19 at f0, fettle A ‘Method for difciplining’ ther. Militia,. may. prove, 

ime an Equivalent for, all thas, the has loft or, {ufferedy 
in 1 ie Courle of the War, more.efpecially ; if the could ;be: fa, 
happy as to put \ Affairs. .of * Confica upon a right; Foot, by; 
allowing the Nobility of that Ifand .a$hare in, the Privilegesy 
of. her. own, “and ..obli lige them in.return .to-gl!ow their Vaflals- 
and Tenants: fuch a Degree.of Eigedom,, as might rendér Ine, 
duftry , known amongtt. them ; far.want, of which they, ftarve, 
in the-midit of Plenty,; and are downright Beggars, in aCoune? 
try, where, under a proper . Flowered euaty Man might live, 
well] OnAbEES ott ehii Hes = . 1d 
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TT" HE great Poot which Wn icing Powers. lrad iy 
Vigw. yon she Dae ath f es. the Second, King of; 
Spain, the lait ‘Heir- e,of t +, Branch, of the oufe, 
Auflriay Was 19, divide his. ‘erritories in, fuchy,.a pannery 
bétween ‘the. reniaining Branch, of the. Houle of Aupixiay ands, 
the Defcendants of. the Dauphin, ; of Frances, 28 might ., pre- 
ferve the T ranquillity, of Europe at. that Time, andthe Baa 
lance of Po for, the future, Jt was.to. anfwer, this End,; 
that by the Treaties of Uiree ae $4, Badin. all. the.. Shes if, 
omigions. in Italy, were. fecure late Emperor Ghar les 
the Sixth ; and. the Quadruple, ote amd all the, JNegotia-{ 
tions founded thereon, were pon. the fame, Principles, 
By’ this, smgans his, Imperial, Majefy:. became poflefled of thes 
Kingdom of. Naples and Sicily, the noble, pushy: ‘of Milanyy 
and all its ndericies, together with the Dutchy of-yZautuayy 
which was. ed upon the laft Duke, Charles’ the outth’s.ad~'; 
hering to France i in, the laft Wat, and dying. in Exile, ae Vag | 
nice. The Dutchies of’ Parma and Placentia -were yielded e 


him -by the Treaty of Vienna, as an Equivalent for Naples 
Sf{f2 and 
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and Sicily, though but a poor one. As for the "Grand Dutchy 
of Tu/cany, it belangs tohis prefent Imperial aes in ‘hig own 
Right, being given him in liew of his Hereditary Country of 
Lorrain, which purely for the fake of reftoring ‘Peace ‘he yaeld- 
¢4@ to that ambitious Power, which has beeh for fome Ages paft 
the common Difturber of Europe. 

The noble Dutchy of Milan, which has ‘been defervedly 
efteemed one of the ‘fineft Principalities in Europe, is above 
two hundred and forty Miles in Length, ‘and eighty in Breadth, 
Tt is generally divided, together with the Countries annexed 
to it, into thirteen: Diftridts, viz. The Milangze Proper. “The 
Pavefe. The Ladefan, The Cremonefe. The Qomafeo. The 
County ‘of Anghiera. The Vallies of Sipe. The Nware, 
The Vigevancis. The Lomelline, The Alexanfrin. “The'Tor- 
¢tmefe,” And the Territories of Bobbio. But of thele feve- 
yal have been granted to the'King of Sardinia, fome ‘by the 
Emperor Charles the Sixth, and others by the Emprefs Queen 
riow reigning, as we heve already fhown -in ‘another ; 
but notwithftanding this, what remains to the Houfe of Au- 
Jfria, may be ftilt confidered as one of the faireft and fineft 
Countries in her Poffeffion, It lies in the moft pleafant Ch- 
mate, and is bieft with as fruitful a Soi) as any in Herp 
watered by the noble Rivers Po, Te/in, Adda and Sofia, be- 
fides the noble Lakes of Alaggiore, Lugano, and Como. But 
to come to the moft material Point, the Revenues that are 
now drawn from it amoynt to at Jeaft three hundred thou-. 
fand Pounds Sterling a Year, befide: its furnithing Subfiftange 
for 30000 Men, and enabling the Court ‘of Vienna to’ provide 
with Governments, and Perferments Ecclefiaftical, Military and 
Civil, Numbers of her Dependents, and that too, which js nip eafy 
matter, even tothe exter,t of their Hopesand Withes. 

‘The Dutchy of D/antua is alfo a very fine Country about 
fifty Miles in Length, but fo unequal. in Breadth, that there 
is no faying any thing of ‘it with Certainty. "The Capital is 
very large, and withal one of the beft Fortreffes in Jtah, both 

Art and ‘Nature; the Country abounds in Corn Fruit, 
, Bille; and Cattle, and the Revenue’ is wfudlly com- 
— at abouta fourth Part of that of Jian. little 
itory “of Guaftalla belonged to ‘a Printe ef that ‘Tide, a 
younger Branch of the Family of Gonzaga, te wham, in the 
ordinary Cour of Things, the Dutchy of Mantua fhould ‘have 
defcended, He'toois dead without iftae this very Year; and 
lis Country alfo is fallen into the Poffeffion of the Houle of 
Lypjiria. 
The 
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The Dutchies of Parma and Placentia are very fine Coun- 
tries, bordering on thofe before mentioned, extending in Length 
about fixty, and-in Breadth about half that number of Miles. 
No Country in the ‘World can boaft of finer Air, and few of 
fo fincaSoil, The Paftures are moft extenfive, and the Cheefe 
beyond Comparifon the moft excellent in Hal. Oil, Wine, 
Rice,, Corn, yal Fuits, each admirable in iss, Kind, andralt 
in the utmoft.Pleaty, are..the,Produce of this Country }/ayd 
the Revenues.of the Prince, when it had.,Psiaces of its own, 
which wagtill very lately, wereat Jeaft. equal so shofe of the Duke; 
of Muntua, One peed.not wonder thers/ore,. that'the Count of 
Vienna, is Sp Solicitous about she Prefervation of her Concerns 
in Jtaly, when we. confer their :great Valup, and the. pep- 
digioys Sums that are drawa from them in Time ef Peace... 
- The Grand Dutchy of Tueomyy.08 ave obfexued, belongs in 
Property to the Eimperpr, who. bas ay gas. Tire thereto,! an 
any Prince cap have, andthe Pofleffion 4lQis as well fegured 
to him, # any, Trust.could be put in Guarqnices, It inai mofk: 
pl yan jnbabited ‘by an. induftrious and wealchy People, 
who have sed uni oo and Lakour can do in a Countey 
where Nature has not been fo bownnif as te tho that hase 
been before deferibed; for as a great Part of Tafcony. ig mane 
tainaus and. barren, fo towards the, fea-Conlt ic is ful} lof 
Maifhes, which tender the Air very uawhelfome, and 
Ages ago. it was, thought that the. Soil. would admit of ma 
Improvement, but remain as warthlels as Nawuce left ie ; due 
finge the rhuilding the City of Leghoa, and making it @ free 
Fort, the Country. all about is net only become habitable, but 
akind af Pasadife, .All this was.owing to the Qare and Ate 
tention of the Family of AMefia, then om she T brane .of 
Tufcany.; but it muft-be confalfed, that if on she pee hand thofe 
Princes looked upon them felves.as the Shepherds of their Pen- 
ple, they ook. the Liberty pf fleecing them on the other; fo 
that no Power im Europe tailed fo high a Revenue ia Proporr 
tion.to its Texgitpries and. the Number of Peopie upon them, as 
the Grand Dyke, Some Computations bave carried this to 
the Height . of half. a Million of ous Mopey,; but it may be 
laid downy, with. fome degree of Certainty, that this and the 
other Countri boonging to cheis Ippperial Majcfties, produce 
annually, ia Tine Ri Peace, very ncar double that Sum; fo 
that as they are very well worth the keeping, one would ehink 
they might very well,pay for their keeping. 
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The Pretenfions and Dominions of tht Houfe of Bourson . 
dé “im Tealy. tat} # 

FF E ‘have very frequently mentioned ‘this Subje’ occas 
W fionally, in oxo to enplain ot Priston ‘which we 
were treating ; but we ‘will now také'the Opportunity of go- 
ing 40 the Bottom: of it, and of *ftating the Rife and Progrefs 
of chat Eftablifhment, which has chiefly Occupied the Atten-- 
tion of the Buripéan’ Powers fince ‘the “Coficlufion ‘of the laft 
gonerab Peace ate Viretht.’' By that’ the Emperor ‘was put ‘in 
Pofleffion. of the Dominiotis of the Houle of Aufria in Ttah,° 
and °ix'was thought this Difpofition had ‘fectixed -thé Balance 
of: Power in Europe, in fpite of almoft'all Events,’ But ‘it* 
pe p= ow happens, that: when Politiciahs have forhe one great* 
atid “important Object in View, they ‘Hegle@ or pafs by un-" 
obferved what: merits their Attention ; foin this cafe, the ¢are' 
they had of the Balance of Europe’ made’ thet entirely: for!’ 
get-the Balance of Maly, which was'-abfolutely “over-turned’ 
by ‘this: very Settlement; * "4 p FORTE SoS B10%Se § . 
? It is indeed true,’ that’ Sicily was given’ to’ the “Duke ‘of’ 
Savoy, but as this proceéded from the puré Affeétion’ of Queen* 
Anne,&$ei the giving him that Kingdom’ was not attended’ 
with fiich'an Augmentation’ of Power as might enable him: 
to’keep it; for at this time, the Emperor was not only Mafter* 
of: great Dominions in, but’ to fpeak truly;’ was “Mafler of 
Italy.» He had the Kingdom’ ‘of Naples and the Dutchy® 
of Milan, together with the Iland of Sardinia, as ‘his’ Heredi-’ 
tary Countries ; the Dutchy of Mantua he kept as an efcheated 
Fief $ and in virtue of his Imperial Dignity, he had, or claim-' 
ed fuch Rights over thé ‘Jtalian Princes ~and ‘States, as gave! 
them infinite and intolerable Upeafinefs: Before the Death’ 
of. Lewis the Fourteenth, they had’ entered itito, fome féctet’ 
Negotiations with ‘the Court of France; for*it was ¢ti ent’ 
enough, that the Houle of Bourton only’ could ‘afford them: 
the: Proteétion they wanted ; and upon the Death of the ‘Quceht” 
of Spain, .the Marriage of Philip the Fifth ‘with the Heirefs’ 
of the Houfes of Farnefe and Medicis, gave ‘them great Hopes’ 
of feeinga Purn in their Favour, = "°° 7 

His Catholick Majefty. had now- two different Interefts -in 
Italy ; one founded on the Pretenfions, which as Succeffor to 
the'Houfe of Au/tria, he had on the Kingdoms of Naples and 
Sieilly, and the Dutchy of Milan, which he had renounced by 

4 Force, 
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Force, and another in Right of hie Wife ; his Iffue by her 
“being intituled to the Succeffion of Parma, Placehtia, and 
‘Tujcany. “ The Emperor -was jealous of both thefe Rights, and 
“was very earneft' with’ his Allies to provide againft them ; 
which might have been done, the Pope having a Claim to 
ithe Dutchies of Parma and Placentia, and his Imperial Ma- 
jetty. a Colour‘of Right to difpofe of the Grand Dutchy of 
“Tufcany.' “The ‘Quadruple Alliance was concluded with ‘a 
oView°to remedy the Defects of the Treaties of Utrecht and 
Baden, but the Regent of France could not be brought into 
thatiAlliance,; without ftipulating in Favour of his Catholick 
Majefty the eventual Succeffion of Parma and Placentia, by 
‘which there: was .a-formal Decifion againft the Rights of the 
Pope; and if Favour of the Emperor; but then the lattér 
were only acknowledged to fupport this Power to give them 
— There “is no doubt, that the Proteftant Powers’ in- 
terefted in that Alliance, acted very confiftently, but the fame 
cannot be’ faid.of'the Catholick Princes; yet this was after- 
‘watds confirmed by ‘Cardinal Fleury, fo much ftronger with 
all Politicians is Intereft than Principle. : 

‘Fhe Emperor, ‘without doubt, « forefaw all the Inconve- 
‘niencies that would attend this Conceffion; but the immedi- 
‘ate Advantages ‘which he detived from that Alliance, by the 
i Exchange of : Sardinia for Sicily, induced him to confent_ to 
it, though itis Very certain that he did it with Reluétance, 
and that he expoftulated ‘the Point with his Allies to the 
“utmoft, Jt is very likely, that the Succeffion to Parma and 
Placentia being eventual only, and attended with many Con- 
‘tingencies, was'‘what chiefly prevailed upon the Briti/h Mini- 
fters to .go fo readily ‘into this Scheme. It Jooked as if t 
had judged right upon the Death of Francis Duke of Parma, 
Uncle to the Queen Dowager of ‘Spain; for his-Brother ‘An- 
tonio Farnefe no fooner fucceeded’to’ the-Dutchy, than, con- 
trary to every Body’s Expectations, “he married the Princefs 
Henrietta of Modgna, by whom ‘he if had had any Iflue, the 
Succeflion of the King of ‘Spain’s Children: by his fecond 
‘Marriage had been defeated, aud this Duké’s Defcendant would 
have been the Heirs, not only of his Dominions, but of thofe of 
the Grand Duke, 

But he dying in’ fanuary, 1731, without Iffue, the Infant 
Don Carls, iw virtue of a Multitude of ‘Treaties, which 
having ‘been mentioned in their proper Places, need not 
be. repeated heré, * became’ intituled-to that Succeffion, and 
according to the Stipulations in the Treaty of Syville, was 
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afuly put into the yracesble Poflefion ef -Perma; and ih 
onfequence of a Negesiasion with - Jehu, Gaflany the» iaft 
Duke of Tufcanp, was by bias allo acknowledged ifor his Heir 
apparent, and had the Tiss of Grand Printce.. Je, was now 
shane that the Views of Spain wero entisely accomplifhied, 
and that beth the King and Queen.would be content. with 
feeing thtir Son fo noly provided fory and..his Peffefions)fo 
well fecured to him as they were by fevetal Treaties, . The 
Italian Princes alfo were: very welt fatisfied, Dbecawle they, wate 
now fure of Support in cafe they entered intd any Alliasiée 
emongt themfelves, to fet Bounds ¢o the Power of the. Houfe 
But upon the breaking out -of the Was, oecahoried by the 
Death of the late King of Poland, the Face Of Affairs. in Jtaly 
were entirely changed, and his Catholick Majelty having already 
Obtained atl that he could pretend to in. Right of bis ° 
-began to revive the Claims which he +had tebourtecd in: Ri 
of his Crown, and in the Month of Marsh, 4934, the 
Sot Don Carls having penetrated through the Eeclefinftical 
ominions, arrived with a Spanifo Atmyy docnmanded tinder 
him by. the Count de Mentemar, on the Frontiess of the King- 
: of Neples: The Count de Vifconti wae, at that. Time 
Viceroy of the Kingdom for the Etnpetan,Cherles Vil), and 
had the Misfortane to fucteed his Pacdeetffor, in the general 
Hatsed of the People, who revolted almot -tnanimoufly ,4s 
foo. as the Spaniards entered their Country; upon which she 
_ Viceroy quitted, Naples, after plundering ell the: Mounts of 
Piety. ; Funds, which had been accounted) facted itt alb forttier 
Revolutions. The only Cities that were in a Condition) to 
Spake Refittance, were thofe of Gaeta and Capua,  and-in 
thefe there were pretty good Gatrifons. The Imperial Fedots 
‘that, jaept the Field were about nine Thouland Men, and shéy 
apgpired to a vesy ftrong. retrenched Camp, ander tbe litle 
» Lowa of Bitontos, where they werd forced by the Count-ée 
lontemar, who gained there the moft fignal ViGory récosded 
the Nadpelitan Hiftory, for which he was defervedly teward- 
sed witn the Tirle of Duke of Bitomte;, which however I do'not 
“End that he uled, but was afterwards ftiled Duke de Sfontemar. 
The Infant Don Carles, Duke of Parma and Placentia, ati 
Hereditary Grand Ptinee of Tufcany, became King of thé'two 
Micilies, in yistwe of @ Cefion made to him of ‘his Fathef's 
Rights; which, Righss however he had renounced over td 
Rover, in. Favogr,.a§ she Emperors Having fo goot a Tide, be 
Sas ta confixage the Duke de Montemer the Year -fol- 
*Jowing Viceroy’ of Sicily, who made the Conquelt i. _ 
t+ 





eo 


ee ee SSeS eee ervreaeee 








Literary and Hifforical Rectst#r: goo 
Ifand in as thort'a Time as the Kingdom of Naples, if indeed 
it could be called a Conqueft, where the People rote in every 
Province t6 favourhis Expedition, as having been always fond 
of the Spanifh Government, in the fame Proportion that they 
hated that of the Germans. ‘Upon this Don Carles went over 
thither, made his publick Entry into Me/fina with all the Mag 
nificence imaginable, and after having done the fame at Pebrip, 
where he was crownedy he returned to Naples. gaa 
By the Acquifition of thefe two Kingdonis, and ‘by the 
other Lofles hich the Emperor had fuftained in /jaly, where 
he had nothing now left but the City of Adentua, the Ba- 
lance was again altered, and the Italian Prinecs had now @ 
much to fear from the Houfe of Bourbon, as they apprehend- 
ed a very few Ycars before from the Houfe of Aufria. But 
Things did not long wear this Face. * France was refolved 
get out of the War, and to get fomething for going into its 
¢ compromifed Matters therefore with the Emperor at 
Expence of her Allies. Inftead of the Dutchy of D&@/an,; the 
King of Sardinia was forced to be content with two véry 
{mall Diftriéts, tho’ the Emperor would have given him three. 
he rome a Parma and Theis im i eee u 
is Imperial Majefty, as an Equivalent for the two Sieilies, 
which was aie eee Eanienlent than had beeh-given the 
Houfe of Savoy by the Quadruple Alliance. As for the ovén- 
tual Succeffion to Tu/cany, it was given to the Duke of Lats 
Tain, according. to the old Plan of France, whiei 
Years before had offered to exchange for it the Dutehy 
Milan. By this Treaty of Peace; to which Don Carlos was 
abliged to accede in December 1736, ithe Dominions of tre 
Houfe of Bourbon were reduced to the Kingdom of the-two 
Sicilies, and the Garrifons on the Coaft of 7: , ye 
All the World knows how much the Coutt of Mfsérid 
was difpleafed with this Diftribution of Things, and how 


‘foom the Queen of Spain began to revive her Pretenfions to 


her hereditary Dominions in Favour of her fecond Son the 
Infant Don Philip. It was to pacify het, and to give a kind 
af Security; that on the firlt proper Occafion, France would 
afift in obtaining her new Demand, however unjuft and-un 
reafonable ; that a Princefs of France was given to Don 
Philip, which the Cardinal De Fleury hoped would hawe 
quieted Things for his Yime, as in all Probability it would, 
if the fudden Death ofthe Emperor CharlesV1. tad not obliged 
him to abandon his pacific Syitem. I mican by this, thet it 
put an End to all his Expedients, aud forced han much a- 
gaint his Inclination upon 4 new War, for which he feome 
ed to have provided, but was really in hopes that fome iucky 
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Event ,would have afforded him the Means of difengaging 
himfelf from the Meafures he entered into for. the Sap of gra- 
tifying the Court of Madrid, or rather the infatiable Ambi- 
tion of the Queen. 

This gave Occafion to the prefent War, which, as it was 
flagrantly unjuft, in the Breach of the laft Treaty of Vienna, 
by which France guaranty the Pragmatick’Sanétion, {, it 
was altogether as unrcafonable in refpect to Staly, where 
every thing had been adjufted upon Terms equally acme 
to the Ballance of Power in general, and to the’ Ballance 
particularly in that Country. Jt was the Confideration of 
this, and a perfect Forefight of its Confequences, that induced 
his Sardinian Majefty to reject all the Offers that could be 
made him by the Courts of Madrid and Verfailles, to come into 
their Scheme, and_therefore there is not the leaft Grounds to 
fufpeét that he will ever depart from his prefent Engagements, 
while he is in a Condition to fulfill them. This Deduétion 
plainly proves, that any Addition of Territory to the Houfe 
of pe on this Side, muft deftroy the Ballance in Jtaly ; 
and, confequently, muft have aTendency to'create a new 

eneral War. So that to hope for any folid Peate, if the 

ettlement.of the Infant Don Pritip in that Country be a”part 
of the Plan, is irrational and abfurd. “The true Maxims of 
Policy teach us this, and we are likewife taught by Expe- 
,tience, from the Slips made in the Treaty of Utrecht, and ‘in 
the Quadruple Alliance, hot to extend our Reniarks farther, 
or take to in other Treaties, which how right foever they might 
be as Expedients, were certainly wrong in their. firft Prin- 
ciples. mm a 

"This we have taken the Liberty to fay out.of pure Zeal 
for Truth; and whatever may be thought of thefe’ political 
Reflections on the State of Europe at pretént, wé dare confi- 
Aently appeal to Pofterity, and the future Courfe of Events 
for, their Rotidity.. Tt may be thought that a private Man, 
~one,who has no Lights but thofe he borrows from his ‘Books 
and his Obfervations, can hardly form a@ right Judgment’ of 
, Matters fo intricate as well as important; but Time * will de- 
-monftrate the contrary, and fhow that it is very poffible for 

a fpeculative Politician, that is ‘not mifled either by “Attach- 
-ment,to Minifters .or Party Prejudices, to pertetrate as far 

into Matters of this Naturc, ‘as thofe who feem to be mote 

immediately concerned in them; and. who,, for’ that very 
:Reafon, c4ngot fpeak what is dictated.to them by their own 
- Judgments, but muft ufe the Language of the Syitem for the 

etime being, let that Syfteih be what it will. 
; INDEX 
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